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        Our Public Life
                		
			 
    
    
    In 1994, Frances Lappe Moore and Paul Martin Du Bois released The Quickening of America: Rebuilding Our Nation, Remaking Our Lives. They observed: The biggest problem facing American is not those issues that bombard us daily, from homelessness and failing schools to environmental devastation and the federal deficit. Underlying each is a deeper crisis. Some …
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        The Rise of American Democracy
                		
			 
    
    
    I just finished re-reading Sean Wilentz’s The Rise of American Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln, which is a thoroughly enjoyable read and an excellent reminder that democracy is not destiny and should never be taken for granted. Wilentz writes: “Democracy appears when some large numbers of previously excluded, ordinary persons-what the eighteenth century called “the mob”-secure …
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        How Collective Bargaining Strengthens Local Public Services
                		
			 
    
    
    Several months ago the US Supreme Court ruled in Harris v. Quinn that eight Illinois home-care aides who provided home care to Medicare recipients “…should be classified as partial public employees and should not be treated the same way as public schoolteachers or police officers who work directly for the government.” (Read the NY Times …
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        Clear Vision Empowerment Summit
                		
			 
    
    
    The Clear Vision Eau Claire engagement initiative was launched in 2007 with a series of community stakeholder meetings facilitated by the National Civic League as part of a citizen led community visioning process. A diverse group of community members met at Peace Lutheran Church in Eau Claire from October 2007 through May 2008 and produced …
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        Eau Claire Grade Level Reading Campaign
                		
			 
    
    
    Henry Giraux observed in a recent essay that, “Democracies need informed citizens to make them work and they can only survive amid a formative culture that produces individuals willing to think critically, imagine otherwise and act responsibly.” An educated and informed citizenry begins with assuring that all children in our local communities are reading proficiently …
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			Mike Huggins, ICMA-CM, is a former Eau Claire City Manager and Planning Director with 40 years of leadership experience in local government and community engagement. He is a Founder and former board member of Clear Vision Eau Claire, a 2015 Finalist for the Harvard University Ash Center Innovations in Public Engagement in Government Award. He was a Leading Practices Service Provider with the ICMA Center for Management Strategies, and Senior Lecturer in Community Leadership and Engagement at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. He is a faculty member of the Public Work Academy, Augsburg University; a member of the National Civic League Council of Advisors; and a Policy Fellow at the Wisconsin Institute for Public Policy and Service. He holds Master’s Degrees in Public Administration and Urban Planning from the University of Kansas.
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